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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [11.44 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Hon Paddy Embry, Comments on the Labour Relations Reform Bill 2002 - Adjournment Debate 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [11.44 pm]:  I rise to correct the record in relation to comments made by 
Hon Paddy Embry in this place on Wednesday, 8 May 2002 in his address on the short title of the Labour 
Relations Reform Bill.  Since Hon Paddy Embry’s statement, a number of members have approached me 
expressing their surprise at and querying whether there is any truth in the comments he made.  I am referring to 
Hon Paddy Embry’s statement that during the week before the 2001 state election, Bob Pearce visited virtually 
every timber town in the south west and urged workers to vote for the Liberal member for Warren-Blackwood. 

Although I know Bob Pearce and know that he would not advocate a vote for any candidate or any political 
party, I thought it was best to approach him and ask him whether those statements were accurate.  I am pleased 
to inform the House that I have done that.  Bob Pearce informed me that he did not visit every town in the south 
west during the 2001 state election and that his participation during the election was limited to one speech at a 
Timber Communities Australia rally in Nannup, in which he did not advocate a vote for the member for Warren-
Blackwood or for any other candidate or any political party.  He merely discussed with people at the rally the 
content of each political party’s policies regarding the forests and the timber industry, and the impact those 
policies would have on the timber industry.  He left it to individuals to make up their own mind as to how they 
would vote.  In fact, he made a point of telling people that it was not up to him to tell them how to vote. 

Tim Daly, the State Secretary of the Australian Workers Union, who represents the timber workers and is doing 
an excellent job in that respect, was also present and addressed the rally.  He took a similar approach to that of 
Bob Pearce.  He simply outlined the policies of the respective political parties, without making any 
recommendation on whom to support.   
I thought members might be interested to know that the Forest Industries Federation (WA) has a policy of not 
taking a party political position at elections, nor of making election donations to political parties.  Knowing Bob 
Pearce to be the professional person he is, I know that he would observe this policy at all times.   
One further matter also needs clarification.  Hon Paddy Embry also stated in the same speech that the President 
of the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes, a well-known union organiser, joined Bob Pearce in his concerns.  
Nick Oaks is an organiser with the AWU, and a very hardworking and effective union representative.  However, 
at the time of the 2001 state election, he was not President of the Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes.  He was 
elected to that position following the council elections last May, some three months after the 2001 state election.   
In making these comments, I stress that I am not suggesting that Hon Paddy Embry intentionally misled the 
House, because I do not believe that he would do that.  He is simply mistaken in his recollection or has been 
misinformed of these details.  It is important to set the record straight on this matter. 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [11.47 pm]:  It is certainly not my night.  The last statement is correct.  I 
was told by many people that Hon Bob Pearce had said that.  I cannot remember all the people, but I will 
remember a couple of them.  When I am next in Manjimup, I will certainly raise the subject with them, because, 
like everyone else, I do not like to be misinformed.  

Labour Relations Reform Bill 2002, Video of Proceedings – Adjournment Debate 

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I apologise for an error I made in recalling an incident.  Last Thursday night the Leader 
of the House said that Hon Tom Stephens sat alongside me, but I said that that had not occurred.  Hon Tom 
Stephens suggested that I check the video that he spoke about.  I was so convinced that I was correct that I did so 
immediately.  I sadly must report to the House that Hon Tom Stephens was correct. 

I apologise for that.  We all make mistakes and I am not afraid to admit that I have made a mistake.  I am not 
trying to make an excuse, but we were under a great deal of pressure that night.  I do not take back the statements 
I made about what I considered to be obvious tactics.  Unfortunately, the video did not show the very short time 
that Hon Tom Stephens sat next to me.  If members were honest about it, they would admit that most of the 
conversation took place with Hon Tom Stephens standing behind me. 

Rural and Regional Football Teams - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [11.52 pm]:  I am concerned about football teams in rural and regional 
Western Australia.  I do not know whether anyone has done a study on this issue.  However, I am concerned to 
establish why football is falling apart in country and rural areas. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Rural country members have been giving these speeches for years. 
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The PRESIDENT:  Order!  We are trying to wrap up. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Football clubs are part of the integral comradeship between neighbouring towns.  The 
Cervantes Football Club won the 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2001 premierships, but last Sunday its team ran onto the 
ground with 16 players.  It has struggled to form a side this year.  The next town on from Cervantes is Jurien 
Bay, which had 52 players last year and fielded a league and a reserve side.  This year it can only just field a 
reserve side.  It is sad to see the demise of a football team in a town of approximately 1 200 people.  It reflects 
the demise of rural and regional Western Australia.  

Hon John Fischer:  It’s the Labor Government chopping in. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That could be one answer.  Originally the Central Midlands League had eight league 
sides.  Now it has five league sides and three seconds sides.  Having five league sides means that teams need to 
take a bye more often than they would if more teams were playing.  The football clubs are struggling to make 
ends meet.  Coorow has combined with Latham, and Carnamah and Perenjori have joined forces.  It is surprising 
that Merredin, the town of the Leader of the House, does not even have a football team.  The football 
competition has bonded many country towns.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Not so long ago Merredin had three teams. 

Hon Peter Foss:  Carnamah and Coorow did not combine. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is right.  A group of four teams in that region has reduced to three and then to two.   

What is responsible for this decline in interest in football?  Is it television, video games or computers?  We keep 
saying that young people are leaving the country.  However, many young people still live in the country.   

Probably many East Perth Football Club supporters will remember the match I am thinking of now.  Not too 
many years ago I stood at Leederville Oval watching East Perth and West Perth playing.  I can recall the game as 
clear as a bell: Bradley Smith marked the ball on the half-back flank and bounced it straight past Stephen Smeath 
and hand-balled it to McAullay, who put the ball into the goal square.  There were 35 000 people at that match.  
The Western Australian Football League would be struggling to get 350 people to a similar game today.  
Members might ask where I am headed with these comments.  I am concerned about the declining number of 
people playing football.  My main concern is country football because country football helps bond country 
towns.  Baandee and Doodlakine once each had a football team.  They do not even have a tin shed any more.  
Three and four farming families made up the football sides.  

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  What are you doing about it? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am asking the question.  This will prove whether members of the Labor Party have 
ever been into the country.  If they have not, I can help them out.  I have some wheat in my office that they can 
sniff and feel to get that country feeling.   

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  You are trying to keep us up all night.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  This is not a joke.  What is happening to sport?  Ours is a sporting nation.  Not that 
many young people are leaving country towns.  Are insurance premiums causing problems?  It will be no good 
asking what happened in five years, when we have no country football or bowling teams.  It serves no purpose to 
examine these problems after the clubs have closed down.  We must do something now.   

This is not a Labor Party problem; it is a problem for all Western Australians.  We should all search for answers.  
The throwaway line to explain the situation is that young people are leaving country Western Australia.  That is 
not the answer.  The Australian Football League has probably been one of the biggest killers.  AFL games are 
televised when country football games are played.   

It is midnight and I do not want to turn into a pumpkin.   

Hon N.D. Griffiths:  It is too late. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I see a few pumpkins opposite.  I ask members to think about this issue.  We must come 
up with some answers.  

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 11.58 pm 

__________ 
 


